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ARIZONA 

 BIRD   CHATTER 

The weather forecast along the route between 
Gilbert and Pinetop showed some possible rain show-
ers from Show Low east for early Saturday morning, 
so I decided to wait until 6:30 AM to depart Gilbert.  
Traffic was light and the construction of SR 87 was 
shut down for the weekend.  The sky was crystal 
clear which made a leisurely drive through some of 
Arizona’s scenic countryside.  Heading East on SR 
260 out of Payson, I topped off the tank at Chevron 
and then continued up along the Mogollon Rim to the 
plateau above.  While the drive from Fountain Hills to 
Pinetop is through National Forrest, east of Over-
gaard, the road skirts along the transition from tall 
pines to high chaparral.  Once I got into that area I 

could see the showers moving off to the east.  I was 
catching up with them, so I slowed down a bit to stay 
out of the rain.  I passed a few puddles of water on 
the road but never got rained on. 

The showers had delayed things at the car show 
and the field was not opened until 10:00 AM.  So I 
joined the line of show cars and as I pulled into the 
Country Club drive, I called Jack Musselmann, who 
had graciously picked up my registration packet Fri-
day afternoon.  He brought my registration packet to 
me and I was parked, and busy cleaning my Thunder-
bird before 11:00 AM.  The sky was clear and the sun 
was chasing the chill out of the air.  It was a beautiful 

(Continued on page 6) 

34TH ANNUAL RUN TO THE PINES 
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A Lady In Red 

 Well, my good friends, we hear in 
the weather announcements that the 
temperatures are in the double digits 

and that means the tops will come down or off!  We 
have some wonderful events coming up to enjoy 
driving our beautiful cars and proudly showing them 
off.  ACTC’s Drive Your Thunderbird Day/Night at 
the Pavilions has been organized by Jim Havel for 
October 7.  Always a good time sitting with our 
friends and answering questions from passersby. 

Our next Meeting will be held at the same ven-
ue as this year’s Christmas Party, the Embassy 
Suites.  It is centrally located for our Member-
ship.  Kathy Michele and Paul Fruscello will be sell-
ing raffle tickets for Gift Baskets; be sure to check 
them out.  There are three different baskets full of 
goodies tailored as a Lady’s, Men’s and Basket of 
Cheer.  Run to the Sun will be October 19 through 
22. This activity has been planned by Jamie and 
Gary Thompson and Jack and Nikki Musselmann.  

Paul and I just returned from our fabulous New 
York - Halifax Cruise after spending five wonderful 
days in New York.  Joining us on this ACTC Cruise 
were Mike and Jeannie Wood, Bob and Kathy 
Michele and John and Kate Marchisotto.  Sandy 
Tresente, the owner of Cruise Holidays, is also put-
ting together a Wine Cruise for ACTC, LA to Van-
couver, next April.  Be sure and check out the Calen-
dar of Events in the Arizona Bird Chatter. There are 
activities for everyone.  Better yet, attend the Activity 
Meeting for 2018, it will be held right after the No-
vember Meeting, so bring your ideas for new and 
different events.  We are all here to pitch in and help 
you if needed.  We are always looking for something 
new and different for our Members. 

Thank you to those who have helped fill up our 
Advertising page, only one space remains open. 
Let’s see if we can fill that up before the November 
issue. 

Looking forward to seeing you on the road, 
 

Jean Fruscello 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 

Twenty-five years ago, 
one of the favorite ACTC 
Meeting places was Bill John-
son’s Big Apple Restaurant at 
19th Avenue and Bell Road.  
Back then you had a choice of 
two breakfasts at $7.50 each 
or just coffee at $1.00 which 
was available if you didn’t care 
for breakfast at the Meetings.  
Sadly those days are history, 
including that favorite restaurant which is long since 
gone. 

That is where the October 18, 1992, ACTC 
Breakfast Meeting was held.  President Larry Meski-
men called the Meeting to order and called on Mr. 
Hospitality, Buck Hoag, who introduced John and 
Barbara Blair who were attending their first ACTC 
Meeting.  No one could have imagined at that time 
what this couple would do for the Club over the fol-
lowing years, but the prestigious Buck Hoag Award 
and the Lifetime Honorary Member Award presented 
to them says it all. 

“Prez Larry” had set a goal of 50 Thunderbirds 
to show up at the October Meeting, and the final 
count fell a little short at 38, but what a colorful sight. 

Many of the Club’s two hundred twenty Mem-
bers took part in the previous month’s activity which 
was a caravan to Williams, AZ to ride the 1901 
steam train to the Grand Canyon.  Everyone sur-
vived the “Great Train Robbery” on the return trip to 
Williams.  That was a special way to welcome the 
cool fall weather and create long-lasting memories. 

And, oh yes, long time dedicated ACTC Mem-
ber Rich Bialy, won $42.50 in the Split-the-Pot draw-
ing at the close of the October 1992 Meeting. 

Stewart Wright 
 

mailto:TbirdReo@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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Oct. 14, 1947: American test pilot Chuck Yeager 
breaks the sound barrier for the first time in the X-1, 
also known as Glamorous Glennis. 

Oct. 7, 1958: NASA Administrator T. Keith Glen-
nan publicly announces NASA's manned spaceflight 
program along with the formation of the Space Task 
Group, a panel of scientist and engineers from space
-policy organizations absorbed by NASA. The an-
nouncement came just six days after NASA was 
founded. 

Oct. 27, 1961: Saturn 1, the rocket for the initial 
Apollo missions, is tested for the first time. 

Oct. 11, 1968: Apollo 7, the first manned Apollo 
mission, launches on a Saturn 1 for an 11-day mis-
sion in Earth orbit. The mission also featured the first 
live TV broadcast of humans in space. 

Oct. 18, 1989: Shuttle Atlantis launches with Ju-
piter-bound Galileo space probe on board. 

Oct. 29, 1991: The U.S. Galileo spacecraft, on 
its way to Jupiter, successfully encounters the aster-
oid Gaspra, obtaining images and other data during 
its flyby. 

Oct 19, 2005: The last of the Martin Marietta-
built Titan 4 heavy-lift rockets launches. 

Oct. 1, 2007: NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson, 
the first female commander of the International 
Space Station, prepares for an Oct. 10 launch with 
her Expedition 16 crewmate Yuri Malenchenko and 
Malaysia's first astronaut Sheikh Muszaphar Shukor. 
Whitson, and NASA's second female shuttle com-
mander Pamela Melroy, will command a joint space 
station construction mission in late October. 

 

PLEASE  NOTE ! 
 

All dates and events listed above are tentative 
and subject to change.  Please check the calendar 
each month for updates. 

2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

October 7 ACTC - Drive your T-Bird Day/
Night at the Pavilions - Jim Havel 

October 8 Meeting - Embassy Suites, 4415 E 
Paradise Village Pkwy S, Phoenix 

October 19-22 Run to the Sun - Lake Havasu 
Musselmann & G and J Thompson 

TBD Movie and Ice Cream Social  
Andersen  

November 4 Ghostly Night in Old Wickenburg 
Wood 

November 11 Polo Championship at WestWorld 
Rodgers 

November 12 Meeting and Officer Elections 
Arizona Italian American Club 

November 23 Fountain Hills Thanksgiving Day 
Parade - Havel 

December 2 Christmas Light Run 
Bialy and Wagners 

December 9 Christmas Party - Embassy Suites 
4415 E Paradise Village Pkwy S. 

  

January 26-27 TUBAC 
Falkenberry 

March 1-4 Midnight at the Oasis 
Dolan 

April 3-10 Wine Cruise - LA to Vancouver 
Trasente 

May 21 Thunderbird Appreciation Day 
TBD 

September 28-30 Run to the Pines 
TBD 

2018 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

UNITED STATES SPACE PROGRAM 

MAJOR EVENTS IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 
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SEPTEMBER  MEETING  MINUTES 

 President, Jean Fruscello called the Septem-
ber 10, 2017 Meeting at the Arrowhead Country 
Club to order at 10:00 AM by leading with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The Minutes for the Ju-
ly Meeting were approved as published in the Ari-
zona Bird Chatter.  Jean asked for a minute of si-
lence to ask for God’s help with the victims of Hurri-
cane Irma, which is hitting the coast of Florida. 

NEWSLETTER:  Chris Ames thanked John 
Marchisotto, Paul Frucello and Mike Wood for bring-
ing in new ads for the newsletter.  •Next year’s CTCI 
Convention will be in Knoxville, TN, on the property 
built for the 1982 World’s Fair. The cars will all be in-
doors and it’s an easy drive - Interstate 40 all the way. 
(See August-September Arizona Bird Chatter for 
Chris’s full report on the CTCI Region One Conven-
tion last month.) 

HOSPITALITY:  Yvonne Wagner introduced 
Patty and Wayne Emerald who is the president of the 
Wild West Mustang Club which started in 1982 with 
six members and now has 92. Wayne has a 2015 Eco
-Boost Mustang and Patty drives a ’05 Mustang Con-
vertible.  •Mike Trapasso’s daughter, Brooke, intro-
duced her fiancé, Alec. They will be wed October 13. 
•Bruce was the guest of Chuck Young. •Happy Birth-
day to September babies. 

ACTIVITIES:  Paul Fruscello reminded Mem-
bers about the Sedona Car Show on September 16, 
hosted by Chris Ames. •Jim Havel would like 
all participants to be at the Saturday Night at the Pa-
vilions event around 4:00 PM on October 7. He will be 
there earlier to set up. •The Ladies Who Lunch and 
the ROMEO’S will be in separate rooms at the Spa-
ghetti Factory, Wednesday, September 13 at 1:00 
PM. •Run to the Sun, October 19-22, all requested 
reservations have been made.  Refer to the October 
Arizona Bird Chatter for last minute information. 
•November 4, Wickenburg Ghost Tour, $15.00.  “My 
Place Suites” are all filled but you can register at Best 
Western. Happy Hour will be at Shirley and Mike Pet-
tingell’s home at 3:00 PM. Bring snacks and drinks to 
share. Tour begins at 5:00 PM. •Jim Rodgers an-
nounced that the Club has been invited back to the 
Polo Match as guests of the Molina Jewelry Store on 
November 11. Need at least 12 to 15 cars. The ladies 
get decked out in fancy hats. The Thunderbirds 
were the hit of the show last year.  •Rita Havel: The 
Veterans of Foreign Wars has asked us to carry their 
Veterans in our convertibles in the Thanksgiving Day 
Parade, November 23. Cars are to arrive between 
7:30-8:00 AM in downtown Fountain Hills. Drivers will 
meet the Veteran assigned to ride in your car at that 
time.  “This is the only Thanksgiving Day Parade west 

of the Mississippi, so it’s a big one.”  There are 
usually 25 cars and they are lined up as the first 
entry, no idling time, Alan Thurston leads the pa-
rade with his military jeep.  Breakfast is served at 
Rita and Jim’s home after the Parade. •Rich Bialy: 
Christmas Lights Run, December 2. •Paul report-
ed there are three baskets being auctioned off at 

the Christmas Party, December 9: A Lady’s, Men’s 
and a Basket of Cheer. You may purchase the 
WHITE tickets from Kathy Michele today and at the 
October and November Meetings. Put your name on 
the designated ticket stub and put it in the container 
in front of the basket you want to win. Only WHITE 
tickets go into the containers. •The November regu-
lar Meeting will be at the Italian American Club, fol-
lowed by a 2018 Planning Meeting. •Jean thanked 
the ladies who put the Christmas Baskets together: 
Judy Thompson did the “Basket of Cheer or Party 
Basket. Virginia Snyder put together the 
Men’s Basket and Nikki Musselmann made the trip 
down from Pine Top with the Ladies Basket she 
made. You need to look inside these baskets to see 
what’s in them, because there are treasures in them 
that you just don’t see at first glance, including mon-
ey. 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Tom McKee was not 
present. •Jean: We are only taking catalog orders 
now, so if you need anything, contact Tom. 

SECRETARY:  Jeannie K requested that eve-
ryone use the microphone when giving a report.  Off 
mic comments are not picked up on the recorder.  

TREASURER:  Tom Wagner reported the bal-
ance in the Club’s checking account. 

EX-OFFICIO:  Jim Rodgers had no report. 
CTCI:  Chuck Young:  •The CTCI Convention 

in New Jersey was a howling success and the 2018 
Convention will be held in Knoxville, TN.  •Chuck 
Thompson reported that Chris Ames, for the first 
time, won the Gold Award for the Arizona Bird Chat-
ter.  He took Sixth Place in the Poker Run and he 
received First Place for the Hoods Up Touring 
Class.  He also judged for his fourth consecutive 
Convention and has served CTCI as Director at 
Large.  •Regional Conventions are held during odd 
numbered years and since there are six regions in 
the USA, there is the potential of having a regional 
close to you so you never have to travel far to get to 
one. National Conventions, like the one coming up 
in Knoxville TN in 2018, are held in even numbered 
years. It is hoped that Region Six will consider spon-
soring a Regional in 2019.  

WEBMASTER:  Chuck Young: If you have any 
changes in your email address, let me know ASAP. 
Be sure to check email once a day and answer 
promptly - within hours. 
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FOR SALE - items from Ways and Means: 

Red Thunderbird earrings ......................... $21 

Black Thunderbird earrings ....................... $21 

L zipper front black sweatshirt w/ 
     ACTC patch.......................................... $25 

Ladies 2XL denim short sleeve button 
Shirt w/ ACTC patch .................................. $10 

L Royal blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch .......... $12 

XL Light blue T-shirt w/ ACTC patch ......... $12 

“All I Care About Is My Thunderbird and like 3  

people and BEER” T-shirts: 

     1 2XL Red ............................................ $12 

     4 2XL White..................................... $12 ea 

     4 XL White ...................................... $12 ea 

     1 Medium White ................................... $12 

L Light blue long sleeve Speed Channel 

     Shirt ..................................................... $10 

XL White Polo shirt with CTCI embroidered 
     w/ red car and lettering ........................... $6 

1 Ladies Polo shirt Royal with ACTC logo . $12 

1 Ladies Polo shirt White with ACTC logo . $12 

L Ladies denim vest - embroidered ........... $12 

1 Ladies Large Early Bird T-shirt with scoop 

     neck ....................................................... $8 

Baseball cap Royal blue w/ ACTC patch ... $12 

Off white baseball cap w/pink/black/blue 

     Thunderbird logo .................................... $6 

5 ACTC license plate frames ................ $13 ea 

2 Thunderbird plates ............................ $13 ea 

5 CTCI notepads ............................... $2.50 ea 

5 Pairs of dice ........................................ $4 ea 

‘56 Thunderbird “White Tail Fin” mounted 
     acrylic art 16” x 23” ............................. $145 

‘56 T-Bird overlay framed and matted ....... $95 

‘55 thru ‘63 Thunderbird poster framed and 
     glassed ................................................. $50 

‘56 Thunderbird metal sign “America’s Most 
     Exciting Car” ........................................... $5 

USA Bicentennial grill badge ..................... $35 

USA Flag map grill badge ......................... $12 

Corvette metal sign “50th Anniversary” ....... $5 

2 V8 double switch plate covers ............. $7 ea 

1 Historic Route 66 single switch plate  
     cover ................................................. $6 ea 
Call Tom Mckee at (602) 821-2562  

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Don Henderson report-
ed that Sun City Health and Rehab Center contacted 
the Club requesting a small car show at 10:00 AM 
Thursday, September 21. Sign-up sheet going 
around.  

MEMBERSHIP:  Jim Cook and Danny Kim are 
touring Southeast Asia. As of August we have 
99 Households, 180 Members, 89 Thunderbirds: 15-
55’s; 26-56’s; and 48-57’s. 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:  Rita Havel: Please 
consider being a “Caller” next year. Call Rita for fur-
ther information. 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Bob Michele asked if we 
liked the venue and the food served on plates instead 
of a buffet line?  •October Meeting will be at the Em-
bassy Suites, which is the same place we are having 
the Christmas Party on December 9. •November 12 
Meeting will be at the Italian American Club, followed 
by the 2018 Planning Meeting. 

PARLIAMENTRIAN:  Mike Wood eventual-
ly counted five Thunderbirds in the parking lot. Award 
of a hat rack went to Tom Strabala. Special mention: 
owners of the Pink Thunderbird - Virginia carried a 
pink purse, Ken wore pink shoes and shirt.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Jim Rodgers acknowledged 
the passing of Ralph Devlin, a long-time Member of 
ACTC. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Ken Falkenberry said 
that although Chuck Young had sent out an email 
blast regarding ACTC Officer positions, there were no 
responses.  We need to fill the positions of President, 
Vice President and Secretary.  Please step up to fill 
these positions. It’s up to you to keep your Club run-
ning.  

SPLIT THE POT:  Yvonne Wagner won $80.00.  
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  10:45 AM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jeannie Wood, Secretary 

 

OFFICER ELECTIONS 
For those people seeking satisfaction, fulfillment, 

status, importance, a sense of contribution and the 

opportunity to give back to ACTC, you have until Oc-

tober 8 to do so.  I will make it easy, give me your 

name, rank and serial number (CTCI number will do), 

and the office desired.  I will put you on the ballot for 

the November Election.  People!  Don't wait for the 

nursing home to get you.  Stay active and participate!  

Surely, we can make this happen without "recycling" 

a past officer.  Counsel with your spouse, mate, boss, 

pastor!  Call me by October 7 at (480) 861-3742. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Falkenberry 

 

mailto:ways-means@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
mailto:nominating@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
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day for a car show.  With over 550 entries, there was 
a lot to see.  There were eight Thunderbirds on the 
field, with four of them being ‘56’s which were parked 
together.  Below is a Thunderbird with a license plate 
most folks in the Club will recognize but we don’t see 
it nearly as often as we used to. 

Ken and Roxie May who moved to Overgaard a 
few years back drove their Peacock Blue with a white 
soft-top onto the field early.  They were relaxing in 
their chairs by the time I parked. 

There was a steady stream 
of folks that had questions 
about Thunderbirds, which is 
one of the things I enjoy about 
taking the Thunderbird out.  But 
it makes it hard to get your car 
cleaned up.  I finally said it was 
as clean as it was going to get.  
The good news was that I met 
three first-time Classic Thunder-
bird owners who had recently 
purchased their Thunderbirds 
and were educating themselves 
on the cars. 

Jack and Polly Betterton 
drove their ‘66 Ford Galaxy 500 
and stopped to chat when they 
were walking the field.  Their 
recently acquired ’55 Thunder-
bird is ready to be painted as soon as the paint booth 
is available.  Jack removed the engine and tied up 
and masked everything in the engine bay to ensure 
everything is painted with the rest of the car.  Hopeful-
ly, we will see their ’55 at the shows soon. 

I took an opportunity later in the afternoon to 
catch up with Ken and Roxie.  They are both in good 
health, look good, and continue to drive their Thun-

(Continued from page 1) derbird wherever a need for a classic car exists.  Ken 
was one of the first resources of technical information 
I found when we first got our Thunderbird.  I briefed 
him on my work with coolant flow.  It was nice to pay 
back some of the knowledge he shared with me years 
ago.   

The next thing I knew they were announcing that 
the food tents were closing in 15 minutes and since I 
hadn’t had breakfast or lunch, I headed over and dis-
covered all that was left were hot dogs and polish 
dogs.  After I got a polish dog, two chocolate chip 
cookies and a bottle of water, I ran into Nikki Mussel-
mann at the condiments station.  She and Jack rou-
tinely volunteer at the Run to the Pines Show.  Nikki 
had been working in the food tents all day.  Jack start-
ed his day parking cars and was just transitioning to 
cooking burgers when I called him in the morning for 
my registration packet.  Oh, by the way, the nice thing 
about being very hungry is everything tastes so good. 

  So how were the Thunderbirds ranked by the 
attendees?  First Place went to Bob and Cindy De-
ines from Show Low.  Second Place went to Sharon 
and Chris Ames from Gilbert.  Third Place went to 
Ken and Roxie May from Overgaard.  I should add 
that Jack Musselmann registered his ’56 Chevy and 
left his ’57 Thunderbird in the garage.  I suspect he 
wants to give someone else a chance at First Place.  

Run to the Pines is one of four shows I am 
aware of in Arizona that draws more than 500 cars.  
The drive to Pinetop is along scenic Arizona highways 
and the last weekend in September, weather in the 
high country is a welcome relief from the desert heat.  
I encourage everyone to put Run to the Pines on your 
calendar for September 28-30, 2018.  

Chris Ames 

mailto:editor@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ACTC%20-%20
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IT WAS MEANT TO BE 

The Stars were aligned this October day of 1999 
to bring happiness to a lover of classic Thunderbirds. 

Star #1.  It all started with my getting our mail 
one day.  Since I am always in my garage working on 
a classic Thunderbird, I sorted the mail between Vir-
ginia and myself.  After taking hers into the house, I 
returned to my workbench to look at mine.  It was 
then that I noticed a small (4" x 8") auto trader from 
San Diego, CA.  Living in Phoenix, AZ and never get-
ting one before, curiosity got the best of me.  Quickly 
looking through it, I spied a 1 inch square photo of a 
1956 T-Bird.  Reading the ad, it stated that it was a 
30-year-old restoration with low miles on an original 
312 engine. Peacock Blue with a White porthole 
hardtop, skirts, dress kit, power steering and automat-
ic transmission, very nice condition for only $34,000. 

Star #2.  Curiosity again got me to call.  The 
owner of the consignment shop told me that it hadn't 
sold in the 90 day period, so it went back to the own-
er in Santa Monica, CA.  I said: Ok, Thanks.  He then 
said I have the guy’s phone number if you want it. 
Sure, I said. 

Star #3.  That evening I called and talked with 
the son, whose father had owned and restored the 
T-Bird.  The father had recently passed away and left 
his two sons the 56 T-Bird.  They didn't want it.  
(What?)  After talking with him for a while, I told him 

that I was interested in purchasing the car.  I would 
like to arrange a time to come over, inspect/drive the 
car and would he be open to a cash offer if I liked the 
T-Bird?  Yes, he would. 

Star #4.  Same evening, 2 hours later I re-
ceive a phone call from a friend in our T-Bird Club.  
He needed to drive his motor home over to Glendale, 
CA to the factory for a two-day repair job.  He would 
be towing his SUV, so we could be free to drive 
around. YES, I said, IF you can drive me to Santa 
Monica to look at this ‘56 T-Bird.  Ok by him.  So, I 
called the owner and asked if he would be available 
to fit within our schedule.  He agreed! 

Star #5.  Two days later, with bank pouch 
containing $30K, we met at his condo in Santa Mon-
ica to check out the T-Bird.  He allowed my friend and 
I to take the car out for a test drive.  We stopped at a 
park about a mile away. Jumped out and gave it a 10-
minute inspection.  Over, under, trunk, magnet check, 
and engine compartment.  This was a very nice 
T-Bird.  On the way back my friend asked me I was 
going to buy it.  "If I didn't, that he would."  Natta!  Up-
on return, I asked the son if we could go up to his 
condo and discuss the price.  He showed me a stack 
of books, papers, receipts and documentation of the 
T-Bird.  Told him that if he really wanted to sell it to-
day, that I would give him $20K cash.  Without hesita-
tion, he said yes.  We loaded the car and headed 
back to the motor home in Glendale.  I drove the 

(Continued on page 8) 

Yvonne and Tom Wagner 
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RELICS & RODS 
40th ANNUAL RUN TO THE SUN 
LAKE HAVASU CITY, ARIZONA 

October 19 - 22, 2017 

 By now, all those going 
should have registered for the car 
show on their own and contacted 
me for their room reservation.  
 If you have last minute inter-
est in going to this event, check 
with www.relicsandrods.com for 
your car show registration and 
London Bridge Resort at their 

Website, www.londonbridgeresort.com for availability 
of rooms.  

Future communication about this event will be 
done by group emails to those who are going. 

Jack and Nikki Musselmann  
Tbird2some@gmail.com 

Gary and Jamie Thompson 
(765) 661-1566 

thompsonclassics@gmail.com 
 

RIDE INTO 2018 BY DRIVING 

YOUR THUNDERBIRD TO TUBAC 

 Tubac is celebrating its 24th 
year of hosting one of the finest 
car shows in Arizona.  If you have 
not participated in this show, you 
are past due.  The dates are Jan-
uary 26-27, 2018.  ACTC helped 
pioneer this show, and each year 
our Club has its share of prize 
winners.  And not only in the 

Thunderbird category but in various categories that 
feature Club Member’s other classic cars and trucks. 

The golf practice field provides a very comforta-
ble setting for about 600 vehicles.  Saturday's show 
brings in southern Arizona folks in appreciation of the 
cars.  Go online today at www.carnuts.org to down-
load an application, fill it out, and send it the same 
day.  This show fills up fast.  Don't be left out.  Tubac 
is a rain or shine show, meaning the show will be 
held regardless of weather.  We have done both and 
enjoyed both.  Oh, Ladies!  I hear that the little town 
of Tubac has some great shopping.  Just ask our 
President, Jean Fruscello or Virginia Snyder. 

(Continued on page 9) 

T-Bird back to Phoenix the next day with no prob-
lems.  I contacted my good friend who does paint/
polishing work and asked if he could do his magical 
compound/buffing to make the bird look perfect and 
he did. 

Star #6  A few days later another good friend 
in our ACTC Club contacted me.  He said: Ken, I just 
finalized the sale of my company.  Several million, I 
might add.  He added that I have five ladies who 
have been with me from day one and I want to give 
them each $25,000.  However, Yvonne wants a 
1956 T-Bird, Peacock Blue with a White Porthole 
hardtop, just like the picture on her office wall.  "Can 
you find me one for that price and in nice condition."  
Bob, you are a lucky man.  I just brought one back 
from California the other day.  It is here at my house.  
He was there within an hour.  He looked it over than 
drove the car for a test drive.  He came back smiling, 
and we sealed the deal. He would get back with me 
on how he wanted to present the car to Yvonne. 

Star #7  How can this story have any more 
surprises?  Having only a two car garage, the ‘56 sat 
in the driveway with a nice custom fit car cover tied 
around its bottom.  "That" night our doorbell rang.  
"Who," of all people was standing there but Yvonne 
and Tom  (I must add that we have known them for 
years).  Before I could say a word, Yvonne excitedly 
said: "That's my car, that's my car, I looked under-
neath, the end by the Continental tire and that's my 
car."  I told her to calm down that I had already sold 
that car and was delivering it the next day.  Disap-
pointed, they visited for a while then left.  Whew! 

Star #8  Bob's plan was for Virginia and me 
to drive the T-Bird to his beautiful home (with five car 
garage) and be there by 4:30 PM.  Park it inside and 
that Yvonne and Tom were coming over to walk with 
Bob's wife, Cindy, and their dog (which Yvonne has 
done many times).  While they were gone, we put a 
big red ribbon around the car, wrote: 
"Congratulations and Thanks, Yvonne" on the rear 
glass of the hardtop.  We were all standing outside 
waiting when Cindy and Yvonne returned.  Bob hit 
the garage door button, and there it was in all its 
shining beauty.  Yvonne almost collapsed and just 
cried with tears of joy.  THE GALAXY OF STARS 
WAS COMPLETE! 

Footnote: Yvonne and Tom are now 17-year 
Members of our wonderful ACTC.   

They have been very active from day one and 
still today. AND, no one, and I mean no one, loves 
and drives their T-Bird more than Yvonne.  IT WAS 
MEANT TO BE! 

Ken Falkenberry 
Reprinted from  Sept-Oct 2017 Early Bird. 

(Continued from page 7) 

http://www.relicsandrods.com
http://www.londonbridgeresort.com
http://www.londonbridgeresort.com
mailto:Tbird2some@gmail.com?subject=Relics%20&%20Rods
mailto:thompsonclassics@gmail.com?subject=Run%20to%20the%20Sun
http://www.carnuts.org/
mailto:nominating@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
http://www.carnuts.org/
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see the cars and chat.  While talking to Chuck 
Young, she said she had an original ’56.  Chuck, like 
all of us, having heard so many times the story of the 
Li’l Bird they have just like ours, said “Really, why 
don’t you bring it over?” And she did!   An original 
1956 grey (original paint color unknown) bought new 
by her grandfather, who handed it down to her dad, 
who in turn, handed it down to her with only 78,000 
original miles.  Debbie has all the information on 
ACTC and plans to join immediately and is looking 
forward to being a part of the Club. 

In addition to Kerry Pokorski in his 1957 white 
Thunderbird, Mike Pettingell drove his black ’57 in 
from Wickenburg. Chuck Young brought his red ’56, 
Jason Gillespie drove his red ‘55 and Don Hender-
son, Tom Harris, and yours truly arrived in blue ‘57s. 

Jim Rodgers 

The Tubac Golf Resort and Spa is the host for 
this event.  This tranquil, beautiful resort is renowned 
for its hospitality.  The rooms and grounds are first 
class.  You have a choice of 3 sizes of rooms; 1) Po-
sada Room - $129 a night.  2) Casitas - $144 a night.  
3) Hacienda Kings - $164 a night.  Tax and resort 
fees will be in addition to these prices.  There are only 
100 rooms available at these prices.  So call (800) 
848-7893 or (520) 398-2211, tell them you want the 
Carnuts Collector Car Show price to book your room.   

Don't be left out. Oh yes, Friday night is barbe-
cue night with lots of food, drink, prizes, and fun.  
Contact me at (480) 861-3742 with any questions re-
garding this event. 

So, you are waiting for what?! 
Ken Falkenberry 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY PREVIEW 

As part of the planning for ACTC’s December 9, 
2017, Christmas Party, Kathy and I, Paul and Jean 
Fruscello, and Chuck Young and his adorable Great-
granddaughter Grace Renae met with Brandon 
Menasian, the Executive Chef of the Embassy Suites 
to do some taste testing of potential dinner entrées. 

It was a delight to experience many wonderful 
presentations, but it made it difficult to select just 
three. Eventually, we decided on a salad, three choic-
es of entrées, and a dessert. 

The party will be $65.00 per person, and the res-
ervation deadline is November 27, 2017. The official 
invitation will be included in the November newsletter.                                                                                                                                    

Robert Michele 

A REQUEST FOR A SMALL CAR SHOW 

A request came from Cherie Tinsman, the Activi-
ty Director at the Sun City Health and Rehabilitation 
Center, for a small car show of Classic Thunderbirds. 
At 9:30 AM Thursday morning, September 21, 2017, 
seven ACTC Thunderbirds started to roll into the Cen-
ter’s parking lot.  We were greeted by Cherie and sev-
eral residents. 

Everyone was delighted to see the cars and 
reminisce about old times when they owned one or 
knew of someone who owned one.  Some sat in the 
cars, and many took pictures to share the experience 
with others.  Cherie shared that one of the new resi-
dents did not want to socialize with any of the other 
residents, but when he heard the Li’l Birds were going 
to be there, he was the first to get in line. 

Kerry Pokorski provided doughnuts, and the 
Center provided root beer floats. 

Debbie Lassell was passing by and stopped to 

(Continued from page 8) 

A beautiful morning to have the 
Thunderbirds on display 

Michael S. Weaver, oldest son of Janet 
Weaver passed away suddenly on July 31, 
2017. He attended Saguaro High School 
and worked in his dad's auto shop for a 
number of years and most recently was a 

Bartender at On the Rocks, in Scottsdale. He is 
proceeded in death by his father Mike Weaver 
(2015) and survived by his mom and younger 
brother, Shaun and children Glen and Alexandrea. 
Michael enjoyed joining in with ACTC on the RT 66 
Run most years. Janet and Mike were former Mem-
bers of ACTC and Janet served as Vice-President 
in 1990 and President in 1991. 

mailto:ex-officio@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ACTC%20-%20
http://www.reservations.com/hotel/tubac-golf-resort-and-spa
mailto:member-at-large@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
mailto:member-at-large@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
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You haven't seen much of Gail or John 
Dalmolin in 2017 as they have been traveling.  Late 
January and into February found them on a Caribbe-
an Cruise followed by a drive through the Southeast 
states, then up the East Coast to Pennsylvania and 
Virginia to visit their children and grandchil-
dren.  When they returned to Arizona, the mountains 
called them to spend spring in their Happy Jack 
home.  June and July included drives through Utah, 
Oregon, and Washington.  Upon their return, they 
again kept cool in Happy Jack until taking off again in 
mid-August on another cross-country drive to Penn-
sylvania for the September 6 birth of their third grand-
child, Avery Elizabeth Dalmolin.  Gail is returning to 
Pennsylvania for "GiGi" rocking duty and John is re-
turning to Happy Jack to enjoy the fall colors and 
rake.  They hope life will settle down for them and 
they can again attend ACTC events. 

 

Chris and Sharon Ames recently had their 
daughter-in-law, Mackenzie and their youngest 
grandchild, eight month old Maeko Rae, visiting for 10 
days.  Below, Maeko is telling Grandpa “I will just take 
it around the block and be back in five minutes.” 

Avery Elizabeth Dalmolin 

Maeko Rae Ames 

Don Henderson recently had out-patient 
surgery to remove some cancer from his 
nose.  After the first night recovering at 

home, he was not feeling well and went to the hos-
pital and was admitted for a series of tests.  All re-
sults came back negative and Don is back home. 

Jean and Paul Fruscello with Matt Lauer 
on TODAY in New York City 
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~  WE ACTC ADVERTISERS ~ 

Sandy Trasente, Owner 
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308 

Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199 
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com 

Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com 

For all your 
tire needs, 
personal or 
classic call: 

Any questions 
call John 
Marchisotto 
480-695-0676 

http://arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com/
http://www.sewbydesignaz.com/
mailto:azkstm17@yahoo.com
http://www.rondavisradiators.com/
http://www.ableupholstery.com/
mailto:azp_55mgr@discounttire.com?subject=Question%20from%20ACTC%20member
http://www.ramjetsspeedshop.com/

